
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 

 
The Safety Committee meeting was held on September 18, 2018, at North Royalton City Hall, 14600 State 
Road. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Committee Members: Chairman Dan Langshaw, Vice Chair Cheryl Hannan, Gary Petrusky; 
Council: Larry Antoskiewicz, John Nickell, Paul Marnecheck, Dan Kasaris; Administration: Mayor Robert 
Stefanik, Law Director Thomas Kelly, Fire Chief Robert Chegan, Police Chief Ken Bilinovich, Safety Director 
Bruce Campbell, Finance Director Eric Dean; Other: Lou Krzepina. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mrs. Hannan to approve the July 17, 2018 Safety Committee minutes. 
Yeas: 3. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Oil Wells 

Mayor Stefanik reported that Cutter Oil is getting out of the oil business. EOS Energy is taking over their 
wells and they have provided the city with contact information. The Fire Chief will be reaching out to 
them for inspections and inform them of what is expected of them.  
 

2. Intersection of Akins Road and Edgerton Road 
Mr. Campbell said that the LED signs have been installed for about a month. The “yield to left turn” sign 
has been changed to the high visibility 3D prismatic signage so it is compliant with all the new 
requirements. Mrs. Hannan said that this is in her ward and it is a huge improvement to the intersection. 
She asked Mr. Campbell if he had a chance to speak to the resident who reached out to her about this in the 
first place. Mr. Campbell said yes, he met with him and they walked the intersection together. The resident 
would still like more signage with more lights, but Mr. Campbell didn’t think it would make any further 
improvements by putting more LED lights on signs up the road. He said that the resident is concerned with 
drivers shortcutting the left hand turn coming from Edgerton Road on to Akins Road eastbound. Mrs. 
Hannan asked if Mr. Campbell sees a concern here. Mr. Campbell said that it is backed up by crash data 
we have. He said that the only other possibility is putting traffic delineators across the yellow line that 
would make people pull up further to make the left hand turn but he is unsure what implications this would 
have with school busses or snow plows making this turn as well. Discussion on the problems with traffic 
delineators ensued with those participating agreeing that this was not feasible. Remove from agenda. 
 

3. Fire hydrant flushing and painting 
Chief Chegan said that the painting project finished in August. Timber Ridge, Worthington, Lancelot, 
Quail Ridge, Fox Wood, Spy Glass and Progress Drive are the developments where the work was done. He 
said that there were about 150 hydrants that were painted and they were done very thoroughly by the crew 
doing the work. Chief Chegan reviewed the process and products used, and the problem with keeping the 
hydrants in good shape on the main roads. Chief Chegan said that the hydrant flushing program started in 
April and ended in August. A list of the hydrants in need of repair has been submitted to Cleveland Water. 
Chief Chegan explained that in October they will go back out to some of the hydrants that are not draining 
properly and make corrections so that they will not freeze in the winter. Remove from agenda. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Police K-9 Grant 

Mr. Campbell said that with the efforts of both the Police and Fire Departments, we have put together a 
very good application. This grant comes from the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation and is run through the 
Giving Back Fund. Mr. Roethlisberger awards a K-9 in every city where he plays an away game as well as 
to his home city. We were happy to find out that we were this year’s recipient. He said that we will be 
receiving about $12,800 which will cover the cost of the dog, a home kennel to be built at the handling 
officer’s residence, the cost of a travel kennel for training and events, and a bullet proof vest for the dog. 
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Mr. Petrusky asked if we will need a new vehicle or can a current vehicle be retrofitted for this purpose. 
Mr. Campbell said that we were able to change one of the new vehicles we just ordered to add rear air 
conditioning. He felt that this vehicle would last for the entire service time of this K-9. He said that 
through the Ohio Safety Director’s Association, the State Safety Director was able to offer the Highway 
Patrol’s expertise in K-9 training and have offered us their 10-week K-9 Training Academy at no cost with 
one year of ongoing training at no cost as well. He said that we have already reserved a spot for this 
training for April 2019. We plan to purchase the dog mid-March. The Ohio Highway Patrol will also assist 
us in selecting the right dog as well as the right type of officer to handle the dog. The dog will be trained in 
both human apprehension/location as well as narcotics detection. Mr. Petrusky asked if we know which 
breed the dog will be. Mr. Campbell said that we don’t yet know, but the Highway Patrol recommends 
German Shepherds or Malinois for this type of work. He said that the value of the training that the 
Highway Patrol is providing us at no cost is around $8,000. Mr. Marnecheck asked if this dog could be 
used if someone is trapped in a collapsed structure. Mr. Campbell said that this is a different type of dog. 
Mr. Langshaw asked how long it has been since we had our last K-9. Chief Bilinovich said that it has been 
18 years; Buster retired in 2000. Mr. Nickell asked if this dog would be used in the schools and if so, how 
would it be handled. Mr. Campbell said that we have committed a full time school resource officer and we 
have done sweeps in the parking lots before with dogs from other agencies. He said that we will be going 
into the schools with the hopes of giving demonstrations and promoting good public relations. Mr. Nickell 
asked if we can put money aside each year in anticipation of purchasing another dog when this one retires. 
Mr. Campbell said that we were not able to accept this money as a municipality, we had to be affiliated 
with a 501c3 non profit. We are accepting the money through the C.E.R.T. Foundation. He said that 
fundraisers can be held to raise money for a Police K-9 fund. Mr. Nickell said that he recommends that we 
start putting money aside each year to the purchase of another dog in the future. Remove from agenda. 
 

2. Curb address painting/solicitors 
Mr. Langshaw said that some things came up when he was working with the Law Department on possible 
legislation. He said that he also received feedback from residents that made him want to revisit this issue. 
He reviewed a packet of information he provided to the committee, a copy of which is attached to these 
minutes. He said that he learned if someone goes to the Police Department for a solicitors permit, we don’t 
advise them that if they are a contractor that they may need to go to the Building Department to register as 
a contractor as well. He said that he is proposing two actions. One is that we add language to our Solicitors 
Permit Information Sheet that states that they may need to register with the Building Department as well. 
He said that this can be done administratively with the need for legislation. The other action he is 
proposing is rather than banning curb painting, he suggests that we strengthen our existing solicitation 
ordinance. Rather than having the penalty be a minor misdemeanor with a fine of $150, he suggests we 
change the first time offense to make it a misdemeanor in the fourth degree with a fine of not more than 
$250 or not more than 30 days in jail. He said that this will not only address the curb painting issue, but 
anyone soliciting without a permit and makes it more serious that they need to comply with our laws. Mr. 
Kasaris said that we have been told in the past that our code does not prohibit those running for elected 
office from going door to door. However, he felt that the definition of Canvasser as written in Chapter 862 
seems to include those running for elected office. He said that he would like to have this reviewed for this 
purpose, as well as entities such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Band Boosters, etc. He felt that our ordinance 
is too broad as written. Mr. Kelly said that he would look into this. Mrs. Hannan said that the approach that 
Mr. Langshaw outlined earlier sits better with her because she was not in favor of criminalizing a 
homeowner for painting their curb. She said that she understands that Mr. Langshaw wants to look out for 
the vulnerable in our community, however she is not ready to go to a stiffer penalty because she is afraid 
that he is pulling in way too many other types of cases. She said this penalty change will be addressing all 
solicitors and feels that a first offense should be a minor misdemeanor. Mr. Langshaw said chances are the 
first time they are approached by the police, they are simply given a warning. Chief Bilinovich said that 
they put people on warning and contact their employer to advise them that they need to get a permit. He 
said the vast majority of the time, this works. If they are caught a second time, then we start issuing 
citations. This is the same for the Do Not Knock registry. Mr. Nickell asked about the youth that come into 
the city selling candy bars and asked if they register. Chief Bilinovich said absolutely. This organization 
has been working in our community for at least 20 years. Mr. Antoskiewicz stated that a police officer has 
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the discretion to issue a warning to someone who is speeding rather than issuing them a ticket. He felt that 
this scenario is no different. There is nothing on the books that says he has to give you a warning; it’s up to 
the officer and the situation. Mrs. Hannan asked if this is fair if one person gets a warning and another gets 
jail time. Discussion on how these penalties are issued and enforced ensued. Mr. Petrusky said that these 
new proposed changes to the penalty do not address the original intent of the legislation that the solicitors 
were not getting the permit in the first place. He said that we have had this requirement on the books for a 
long time. The original concern was that they were not registered and they were painting the curbs and 
taking advantage of our residents. Mr. Langshaw said that if an officer tells a solicitor to go to the police 
station for a permit, they still might be unaware that they are also supposed to register with the Building 
Department. Mr. Petrusky said that this is not addressing the original curb painting issue. Mr. 
Antoskiewicz said that he has never had a phone call about someone being ripped off for curb painting. 
Mr. Petrusky said that he has never had a complaint about Airbnb either, but we’re looking at legislation 
for that. Mr. Antoskiewicz said that this is a little different debate. Mr. Langshaw said that he would like to 
introduce legislation to make some changes to update our soliciting ordinance. He said that this issue is in 
Streets and we will keep it in that committee. Remove from agenda. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Mr. Petrusky, seconded by Mr. Langshaw to adjourn the September 18, 2018 meeting. Yeas: 3. 
Nays: 0. Motion carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.  
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